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By Marie Sauvey and Marybeth 

Geissler 

 The AIDS crisis in Africa 

doesnôt make the news much 

these days, but the crisis is on-

going.  In the country of Malawi

(population 14 million), the life 

expectancy is down to 43 years.  

This beautiful country, known 

as ñThe Warm Heart of Africaò 

has literally been orphaned by 

HIV/AIDS. Orphans are every-

where.  Dads are hard to find.  

We, at Spring Lake Church, 

have had the privilege, along 

with the help of the Green Bay 

community and Aquaid Lifeline 

in the UK, to lead an effort to 

relieve the suffering of the little 

ones in Malawi who have been 

orphaned by AIDS. 

 On October 23rd, 2010, God 

performed another amazing 

miracle for the children of Fun-

sani,Malawi, Africa.  He called 

over 575 runners and walkers, 

over 110 volunteers, ten My 

Team Triumph teams, and 

countless fans to the streets of 

De Pere to raise awareness and 

over $8,000 for the Orphans of 

God project.  On this rainy day 

the SON shone down and we 

were able to show what the peo-

ple of Spring Lake Church 

could do to share His love 

across the world. 

 From our greeters at the doors 

to the welcoming registration 

staff to safety leaders on bikes 

to the course marshals, Spring 

Lake showed how we are peo-

ple with hearts for the world 

near and far.  Many participants 

commented that the cheers and 

kind words of the volunteers 

made this one of the best events 

they had ever participated in.  

Many were also shocked to 

learn this was a first-time 

eventéthis compliment further 

showed Godôs hand and bless-

ing on this event. 

 Be sure to set aside Saturday, 

October 22, 2011 for next 

yearôs run.  We look forward to 

partnering with you as a runner, 

walker, volunteer, or sponsor 

for the Africa Hope Run 2011. 

575 runners and walkers give hope to African orphans 
Over $8,000 raised to benefit Malawi children 
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Mark your calendar 

for the next  

Africa Hope Run 
 

October 22, 2011 
 

Want to help? Contact 

MaryBeth Geissler or 

Marie Sauvey. 
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Construction Team Projects 
Stacy Peterson 

544-5146 

Stacy.L.Peterson@hotmail.com 
 

Freedom House/Meals 
Scott Turk 

465-6843 

sdturk@sbcglobal.net 
 

Kay Hoitink 

983-9090 

kay@springlakechurch.org 
 

House of Hope 
Angie Tolfa 

544-4891 

jtolfa@new.rr.com 
 

Hunt for the Hungry 
Lee Dudek 

497-4715 

leedhfth@new.rr.com 
 

My Team Triumph 
Jeanne Wolf 

469-9188 

Jeanwolf22@aol.com 
 

Rawhide Boys Ranch 
Kim Martin 

362-1989 

accentbyKim@att.net 

Go Team Champion 

LINEUP 

Questions? Ideas? Or would you like to 

help? Contact Pastor Dan DeVries 

pastordan@springlakechurch.org  

or 983-9090 
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God calls us to service 

By Pastor Dan DeVries 

    As we progress 

through our Year of the 

Word, Iôve already 

been struck with Godôs 

clear call to service. In 

the book of Numbers, 

God assigns a place 

around the tabernacle 

for each of the 12 

tribes. God is a God of 

order and he expects everyone to show up at 

church! Furthermore, the tribe of Levi was 

assigned the task of taking care of the taber-

nacle including everything from setting it up 

to taking it down to carrying the tabernacle 

materials from place to place as God led 

them. Specific families from within the tribe 

were assigned these jobs. 

 Itôs also interesting that when the people 

were finally prepared to take the Promised 

Land, that all were called to fight. This 

would be the job of all tribes, all people, re-

gardless of how strong their family or tribe 

was. It was a group effort. 

 From the earliest books of the Bible, God 

called his people to serve. This is a non-

negotiable. Furthermore, since you and I live 

on this side of Biblical revelation we know a 

whole lot more: 

¶ That God formed the church to be a bless-
ing to the world ï a city on a hill, a light to 

the nations 

¶ That the Holy Spirit gives Christ follow-
ers spiritual gifts to serve the church and the 

community 

¶ That a full expression of God comes best 
when Christians band together in unity and 

purpose. 

 The GO Project needs you to serveéthe 

church needs you to serve, both within the 

walls and outside. There are lost people eve-

rywhere in our city ï many of these folks are 

our own family, friends, and neighbors. We 

have an obligation to step up and serveéthis 

is a Biblical non-negotiable. And because of 

it, many have responded to the call to 

ñSHAREò in our church, city, and world. But 

there is still room for you!  

 Please contact a staff member to find out 

how you can get involvedéor contact a GO 

Project champion! Way to go, Spring Lake 

Church! 

Join the Go Project team ðwe need you! 

 Over the next few months, representatives from organizations we partner with for our GO 

projects will be speaking at church to share more about how we can be involved in serving 

others in the Green Bay community. 

 Jan. 29-30é.My Team Triumph / Christian Jensen cjensen@myteamtriumph-wi.org 

 Feb. 19-20é.Rawhide / Marv and Julie Smith  

 Feb. 26-27é.House of Hope / Jennifer Allen 

 Mar. 5-6éé.Freedom House / Robin Davis 

 Mar. 13-14é.Hunt for the Hungry-Paulôs Pantry-Wild Game Dinner / Lee Dudek 

Go Project Partners visit Spring Lake Church 

By Pastor Bradley Caffee 

 In April 2010, Spring 

Lake Church embarked upon 

a new project in the Green 

Bay community. Over 200 

volunteers made their way 

out to Preble High School to 

assist in a campus cleanup 

project. The five hours on a 

chilly Saturday morning were 

spent cleaning brush, raking 

leaves, digging new flower 

beds, and creating six new 

raised gardens for the Agri-

culture classes.  

  

The name for the event was in-

spired by Philippians 2:15 in 

which Christ-followers are in-

structed to ñshine like stars in the 

universe.ò It was our hope that 

SHINE 2010 would demonstrate 

the love of Jesus Christ to the 

local Green Bay neighborhood. 

The choice of Preble High 

School was in honor of Deanna 

Sundstrom, a Spring Lake mem-

ber who fell victim to cancer in 

2009 and used her experience 

to share the hope of the gos-

pel of Jesus  

Continued on Page 3 

SLC members remember Deanna with Shine Project 

Above: Deanna Sundstrom and 

her family. Deanna succumbed to 

cancer in 2009. 
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By Scott Turk 

       ñ...Feed my sheepò Jesus said to Peter. He had 

just asked Peter three times if he truly loved him and 

Peter told Jesus he did. But Jesus wanted more than 

just a verbal answer from Peter, he wanted Peter to 

serve him. 

      Jump ahead to today. The Go Project started at 

Freedom House by serving meals on Monday eve-

nings. The philosophy was to have an entry level 

place for people to serve Christ and others and since 

2009, Spring Lake has been faithfully doing that. 

 Shortly after we started serving meals, a character group from 

church started a study at Freedom House and invited residents to par-

ticipate. Two more studies were held in 2010, and a new one is sched-

uled to start this March and will end just before Easter. Last fall, resi-

dents were also invited to Spring Lake to participate in ñTrunk or 

Treatò and the Womenôs ñFestival of Tablesò Christmas event. This 

year, we are inviting residents to the Family Carnival and to the Easter 

event.  

 We believe that God is calling us to serve people not just physical-

ly, but also spiritually. With Godôs help and by His command, the GO 

Project is committed to making that happen. Will you commit to serv-

ing on a GO Project this year? Several opportunities to serve at Free-

dom House include: 

¶ Preparing/serving a Monday evening meal 

¶ Providing child care during a Bible Study (Mondays from 6:30-

8:00 p.m.) 

¶ Transporting residents to Spring Lake Church for special events 

¶ Participating in or helping to lead a Bible Study (six weeks in 
length) 

¶ Participating in a project ñblitzò day. 

 Please watch the bulletin for announcements and feel free to con-

tact Scott Turk sdturk@sbcglobal.net 

or Kay Hoitink kay@springlakechurch.org if you have any questions 

or would like to serve. 

Consider these opportunities to serve at Freedom House 

By Jim Ray 

 Sharing my faith has always been a struggle for me. I did my best to 

avoid it as much as possible. Over the last several 

years, Pastor Paul and Dan have been used by 

God to encourage me to share my faith. 

    I was in a meeting at the Freedom House to see 

if we could partner with their organization as a 

GO partner. Robin Davis, their CEO, mentioned 

she would love to have a Bible study there but so 

far no churches had signed up for that. Imagine 

my surprise when I realized God was calling me 

to do that. I never saw myself doing an evangelis-

tic study. 

 I was scared, but God was so faithful. Our character group of Butch 

and Lori Stuckert, Steve and Lori Fayas, and my wife Janice, were 

willing to help out. God led four to six people to attend each week. 

Our youth group helped provide childcare so these ladies could attend. 

During our time at Freedom House, we saw two ladies accept Christ 

and one of their husbands also. 

 It ended up to be such a great experience we held another study this 

fall. This time Darla Turk, Kay Hoitink, and Barb Muelethaler were 

there to help out. Again, our youth did a great job providing childcare. 

They are such an integral part of hosting a study there. Relationships 

were developed with the women and we were able to invite seven la-

dies to the Festival of Tables in December. Transportation was provid-

ed for them to bring their children to the Trunk or Treat event at 

church this past fall. 

 My desire for Freedom House is to have a Bible Study there every 

four months. I would love to have other men or women step forward 

and either lead a study or help out in one. 

 Perhaps you are like me and have never seen yourself doing a Bible 

study outside of church. If you think God is prodding you to do some-

thing like this, please contact me at jrayrph@aol.com. You will see 

how faithful He is to equip you to reach out to others in His name. 

 Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǎǘǳπ
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ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ .Ǌƻǿƴ /ƻǳƴπ
ǘȅΦ .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘƻƳŜπ
ƭŜǎǎ ƪƛŘǎΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪΣ ŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘ ƭƛƪŜ 
ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ŜƭǎŜΦ 
 CǊŜŜŘƻƳ IƻǳǎŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ōȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀπ
ǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎΣ ƳƻŘŜƭƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 
ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ у ǘƻ мн ǿŜŜƪ CŀƳƛƭȅ [ƛŦŜ !Řπ
ǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ Ŏȅπ
ŎƭŜ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΦ 
 

CǊŜŜŘƻƳ IƻǳǎŜ  
нффт {ǘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ 5ǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴ .ŀȅ 
ǿǿǿΦŦǊŜŜŘƻƳƘƻǳǎŜƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΦƻǊƎ 

Stepping out of comfort zone is a good experience 

Shine 
Continued from Page 2 

Christ with students, staff, and many others in the Preble community. 

To cap the project in 2010, Spring Lake planted a tree on the Preble 

campus and dedicated it in honor of Deanna. 

 On April 16, Spring Lake plans to return to the Preble campus. 

Having received numerous positive comments from neighbors during 

the year about the work done during the 2010 project, Preble High 

School was thrilled to hear about our return. This year we hope to 

partner with Preble students to bring further development to the area 

around Deannaôs tree and continued work to serve the community by 

cleaning up the outdoor campus of Preble High School. Consider re-

serving your morning on this day to help the love of Christ SHINE! 
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Friendships develop between MyTeam Triumph captains and angels 

By Donna Powers 

 Sometime about March of 

2010, I was training to run the 

Cellcom marathon as part of a 

relay team for Spring Lake 

Church. Christian Jensen and 

Mary Cox of myTeam Triumph 

came to church one Sunday and 

shared their vision for their organ-

ization. 

 MyTeam Triumphôs vision is 

enhance the lives of individuals 

with disabilities. Their mission is 

to enrich the health and well-

being of individuals with disabili-

ties by fostering lasting, authentic 

relationships through the team-

work environment of endurance 

athletics.   

 Disabled people ñCaptainò a team of ñAngelsò through an entire 

race guaranteeing them their moment of glory as they cross the finish 

line. 

 Our relay team decided to be part of the myTeam Triumph Cell-

com marathon team. My first captain was our own Josh Gebhart. 

What a thrill to be part of the team as his mom pushed Josh across the 

finish line.  

 I met my next Captain, Samantha Liesch for the first time at one 

of the Bellin training runs. She is a delightful 27 year old woman with 

a big smile and a joy for life. Sam has CP though she can communi-

cate yes and no pretty clearly. We Angels were able to see her excite-

ment as she squealed with delight when the crowd cheered ñGo Sa-

mantha!ò as we ran by. She also laughed and encouraged us as we 

asked good looking guys along the race to help readjust her in the 

stroller after she had slipped down in her seat. 

 The next event with Captain Sam was the Packer 5K which we ran 

in the rain. Again Samantha was a trouper and smiled through the en-

tire course.  

 July brought the Titletown Bike Tour. It started to thunder and 

lightning, then downpour about four miles into the event. We Angels 

were unsure if we should continue or head back. We asked Sam if she 

was up to the challenge and she clearly indicated that she wanted us to 

continue. Afterwards we sat with Sam and her parents and had lunch 

together. Sam has quite a healthy appetite! 

 I continued to get to know Sam and her parents throughout the 

summer as we trained for the Green Bay Duathlon. One of my favorite 

times with Sam was a training ride with a group of lady Angels and 

Sam. We all laughed as several mishaps along the ride helped to ce-

ment our friendships and prove that Sam is really a good sport.  

 Samôs mom, Diane, and I pushed her in the Africa Hope run. 

Again in the rain.  

 Samôs physical disabilities cause her some discomfort when she 

rides in a stroller or bike trailer. We stop and reposition her occasional-

ly. Our races are not about time or finishing first, they are about Sam. 

They are about Sam participating in an athletic event, about friendship 

and Sam being part of our community.  

 I have been honored to be a guest in the Liesch home. Samôs 

mom, Diane has also been our guest at the Christmas Festival of Ta-

bles. Iôve been able to swim with Sam or just spend time with her at 

the CP Center.  

 I no longer run or bike for myself; I do it for Sam. Itôs not about 

me anymore. I think of her every time I run, take a spin class, or do 

any training. Whenever training gets tough, I think of Sam. She causes 

me to think of the blessings God has given me in the ability to walk, 

bike, even speakðblessings I take for granted. She teaches me humili-

ty, patience, and joy for life.  

 ñI tell you the truth, whatever you did for on of the least of 

these brothers of mine, you did for meò Matthew 25:40 

!ōƻǾŜΥ {ŀƳŀƴǘƘŀ [ƛŜǎŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƪŜǊ рY wǳƴκ²ŀƭƪ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ {ǇǊƛƴƎ [ŀƪŜ 
ŀƴƎŜƭǎ 5ƻƴƴŀ tƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ WŜŀƴƴŜ ²ƻƭŦΦ  

ñI do it for Samò says Spring Lake Church angel 

By Christian Jensen 

 Over the past months, myTeam Triumph has been busy! We have 

participated in such events as the Titletown Bike Tour, Packer 5K, 

Oshkosh and Lake Geneva Triathlon. It is sometimes surprising to see 

how God works in us. One would say how clearly powerful it is to 

witness the sacrifice that Angels and Volunteers make when helping 

their disabled Captain cross the finish line. Although this service is 

truly special, this is not the heart of myTeam Triumph. In fact, we have 

been witness to God showing His love through the Captains more of-

ten. When you meet and get to know on a personal level one of our 

Captains and you see the outlook they have on life despite their chal-

lenges, you ask ñWhere does that come from?ò and realize that perhaps 

it is I who has a disability!  

 God is constantly teaching a lesson about the depth of His beauty 

and how we often find it in the places we least expect. The experience 

we have had in knowing the captains of myTeam Triumph and the 

honor we have had of guiding them in our races has taught us to look at 

all people differently. When we look in the eyes of those we think are 

lower than us, we no longer see emptiness, instead we see beautyðwe 

see Jesus! 

Christian Jensen is the Executive Director of myTeam Triumph 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƪŜǊ 
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Ǌǳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Ǌŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
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Directions: Hwy 54 from Green Bay to Hwy 45 S exit 

Exit ramp right to go south on Hwy 45 3 miles to Hwy 15 (old Hwy 45) in New London 

Right (north) on Business 45 1 block to Beckert Rd 

Left (west) on Beckert Rd 1 1/2 miles to Pershing Rd/Cty Rd W 

Left (south) on Pershing Rd/Cty Rd W 4 miles to Cut-off Rd 

Right (west) on Cut-off Rd 2 miles to Robe Rd 

Left (south) on Robe Rd 1 mile to Weiland Rd 

Right (west) on Weiland Rd 2 miles to end of road and Rawhide 

Weiland Rd becomes Rawhide Rd just before Rawhide 

Watch for Rawhide signs starting at Cty Rd W 

Visit Ranch in New London for Friday Night Fish Fry 

 Enjoy a casual meal with friends and 

family served by Rawhide staff and stu-

dents at Rawhideôs Frontier Caf® while 

supporting Rawhide at the same time! 

Proceeds from fish fries are used for 

tuition assistance. 

 Fish fries are held every third Friday 

from 5-8 pm during the months of May 

to October at Rawhide in New London. 

MyTeam Triumph volunteer opportunities 

 Despite subfreezing temperatures and snow on the ground, 

MyTeam Triumph training for the 2011 Cellcom Green Bay Mara-

thon is about to begin! You can make a difference in the life of a 

disabled person by building a relationship using your athletic abili-

ties. Whether you plan on running a full marathon, half or relay, we 

can help you get started. For training schedules and more infor-

mation, please contact Christian Jensen at  

cjensen@myteamtriumph-wi.org. 

tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŎƭƻŎƪǿƛǎŜΥ !ƴƎŜƭǎ aŀǊƛŀƘ ŀƴŘ [ƛǎŀ DƻŜǘȊ ǇŀǳǎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ 
Ǌǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ WŜŘ DƛƭǎƻƴΦ {ǇǊƛƴƎ [ŀƪŜǊ aƛƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀƴ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊȅ /ƻȄ 
ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ WŜƴǎŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƛƳ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǎƘƪƻǎƘ 
¢ǊƛŀǘƘƭƻƴΦ [ŜƊΥ aƛƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ WŀŎƻō ±ŀƴŘŜƴōŜǊƎ ƛƴ ǘƻǿ ŀǊŜ 
ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ōǳƛƭŘ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘƭŜǘƻǿƴ ōƛƪŜ ǘƻǳǊΦ  
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By Lorrie Blaylock  

   It never ceases to amaze me the way God 

workséin particular, with the House of Hope.  

   As you may know, I am on the House of 

Hope Board and have had a unique vantage 

point from which to watch God work through 

the Spring Lakers who are offering love, time, 

energy and encouragement to the homeless 

moms, their children and the staff there. It is 

not always an easy thing to doéto work with 

people who are not like us and who do not 

always show appreciation for what they are 

given. And as Christians, our ideas are not always readily accepted by 

those who donôt believe as we do. However, I want to relay that the 

blessings and ñdivine interventionò as they are calling it there are un-

matched and unparalleled in the history of the house and EVERYONE 

cannot stop talking about how God has richly blessed them in the past 

year and how He continues doing so. 

  At a recent board meeting, I sat quietly with tears in my eyes as the 

many blessings were recounted for all to hear. One of the men on the 

board raised his hand and said that because of what God has done and 

for what He continues to do, suggested that the board begin each meet-

ing by praying and/or reading a scripture to get us started. And all the 

board members agreed wholeheartedly! That is another huge step.  

  Thanks everyone for all you do. May we never tire of doing Godôs 

work!  

House of Hope offers a safe, supportive place 

where young mothers learn to become competent 

adults and independent, successful parents. It is 

located at 1660 Christiana Street in Green Bay. 

¶ Help us paint and clean at House of Hope for our Spring Blitz Day 
in April. Check the church bulletin for more information 

¶ Your assistance is needed to volunteer for a two hour shift at the 
House of Hope booth at the Big Event for Little Kids at Shopko 

Hall on April 9th. Volunteers would be assisting children with a 

sticker project. The event brings community awareness of the 

HOH and the services it provides. 

¶ Volunteers are needed who are willing to provide transportation 
for the HOH girls to get to church. 

 

 Please contact Angie Tolfa at jtolfa@new.rr.com 

By Maria Grimm 

    In a recent article published by Kevin Eikenber-

ry, there are nine key reasons why mentoring 

should matter to you. They are:  

¶ Youôll develop a personal relationship with your 
mentee. 

¶ Youôll be re-energized personally. 

¶ Youôll increase your commitment to your organ-
ization. (House of Hope and SLC) 

¶ Youôll learn more by talking about and teaching things. 

¶ Youôll expand your impact in your organization. 

¶ Youôll enhance your self-esteem. 

¶ Youôll increase your skills. 

¶ Youôll grow more confident. 

¶ Youôll leave a legacy. 

 Now itôs important for you to realize that this article was written 

by a leadership consultant. However, I still find his ideas insightful. In 

my opinion, it really explains the benefits of mentoring. Itôs also im-

portant to give a personal testimony, so this is my experience with 

mentoring at the House of Hope. 

 I work in the childcare room at the House of Hope, and I got to 

know ñNòôs children after a few times volunteering. She saw me with 

her kids, and it led to a few interactions. It became clear that God had 

placed her in my life for a reason. We talked about our children. We 

talked about the trials and joys of being a mom. When it came time for 

her to move out of the house, she was asked if she thought there was a 

connection between the two of us, and she said yes. At that moment, 

our ñmentoringò relationship was born.  

 When I was asked to mentor her, I was uneasy. I had so many 

questions. Am I right for this? Am I old enough? Do I have enough 

experience? What exactly is mentoring? Well, mentoring is defined by 

Bobb Biehl, author of Mentoring; Confidence in Finding a Mentor and 

Becoming One, as a relationship in which a mentor helps a prot®g® 

reach her or his God-given potential. 

 Although our mentoring relationship is young, I have already 

gained so much from being her mentor. The irony is I didnôt expect to 

gain anything. She has taught me how to be more humble, how to ap-

preciate the life I have. Iôll never forget the first time she came to 

church with me and my family. I didnôt really know where her faith 

was, and I hadnôt gotten to know her well enough to ask her. As the 

collection plate was passed, I watched her take out every dollar she had 

in her pocket and put it in the plate. Wow! I was humbled and im-

pressed by her generous offering. Weôve had so many great conversa-

tions. I drive her places, we have coffee together, we continue to do 

MOPS together. If I hadnôt gotten involved in the House of Hope, I 

may have missed out on a great relationship with her.  

 Consider mentoring, helping with childcare, or even just giving the 

moms at the House of Hope a ride to church once a week. You never 

know where God will take you once you take that first step. 

References: 
Bobb Biehl ñMentoring; Confidence in Finding a Mentor and Becoming Oneò 1996, Broadman & 

Holman Publishers, Page 19 

Kevin Eikenberry ñNine Reasons Why Mentoring Matters To Youò 9/6/05, E-zine @rticles, http://

ezinearticles.com/?Nine-Reasons-Why-Mentoring-Matters-to-You&id=68604 

Mentors give, but often receive even more 

Young moms and children at House of Hope need your help 

House of Hope staff and volunteers see Godôs amazing work 
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By Veronica Christiansen 

    We were in our monthly HOH planning 

meetings drumming up ideas. Thanksgiving 

was coming. I thought of the beautiful 

Thanksgiving meals my mother made. The 

idea was born to provide the meal of my child-

hood for the girls at the House of Hope.  

    The planning was quick. We asked for food 

donations and people to prepare on-site and 

serve. I received phone calls from eager do-

nors asking if extra items were okay. There 

are some very generous neighbors out there. The Oasis Bible study 

donated most of the food. We had new women volunteering to come 

and make the meal. Days leading up to the event we were still in need 

of key items. I was reminded by a friend that God has His way of 

working these things out. He did. We had every food item from the 

turkeys to the pies.  

  I'm sure you've heard the ñtoo many cooks in the kitchenò saying 

before. It was a small kitchen and we were so blessed to have an area 

for everyone to serve. The residents helped peel potatoes and cut up 

cheese. The tables were decorated with autumn leaves and Psalm 

100:4-5 printed on plates and napkins. Volunteers worked with the 

residents making leaves with the kids. The leaves were put on a piece 

of yarn and displayed on the window for everyone to see.  

  It was breathtaking to see the meal on the table. We sat together and 

ate. We talked and laughed. I fought back tears. My heart ached miss-

ing my mom. It was humbling to have eager women serving together. 

For a moment we were a family.  

  God has His purpose for all of these things. That night, one of the 

staff was in a serious car accident. She sat next to me at the table. 

Would you please join me in providing meals for her family. She is in 

need of prayer and just one meal per week. Her mother is taking care 

of her. Please contact me at 983-0727 or e-mail me 

at sendtoveronica@gmail.com if you are willing to help. We are His 

workmanship. The Holy Spirit who lives in us is calling us to act.  

  Thank you to each woman that bought a food item, made pies, deco-

rated, interacted with the children, washed dishes, and made this idea a 

reality. It was an honor to work beside you. 

Thanksgiving at HOH was memorable 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǇǊƛƴƎ [ŀƪŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƎǊŀōōŜŘ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ōǊǳǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴǘ 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘƻǳǊǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ŀǘ 
IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ IƻǇŜΦ bŜŀǊƭȅ ол ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎƛπ
ƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΣ ƭŀōƻǊ ŀƴŘ 
ŎŀǎƘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ 
aŀƪŜƻǾŜǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 
 
!ōƻǾŜΥ /ŀǎŜȅ Cŀȅŀǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ŦǊŜǎƘ Ŏƻŀǘ 
ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ ōǳƛƭŘπ
ƛƴƎ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴŀ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴ .ŀȅΦ  
/ƭƻŎƪǿƛǎŜΥ  Wƻƴ .ŀǳƳŀƴƴΣ 9Ǌƛƪ [ŀƴŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜ tƛǇǇΦ WŜũ IƻƭƭŜƴōŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ 
aƛƴŘȅ aŜǘƻȄŜƴΦ wƛƎƘǘΥ ¢ƛƳ .ŜƘƳΦ 

¢ƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ ²ŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘ ƅƻƻǊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻǊƴ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΣ ƴŜǿ ǇƭǳƳōƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
ƘŀŘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻŘŜƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŀƴǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΗ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭŜƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƴŘΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ōŀōȅ ǎǳǇπ
ǇƭƛŜǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ƴƎƛŜ ¢ƻƭŦŀ ŀǘ рпп-пуфм ƻǊ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ ƧǘƻƭŦŀϪƴŜǿΦǊǊΦŎƻƳ 


